




Make-A-Wish®

Information

Mission Statement 
The Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc. is a nonprofit organization that 
fulfills the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human 
experience with hope, strength and joy.

How We Started 
The Make-A-Wish Foundation® began in 1980 when Chris Greicius—a seven-year-old boy from 
Phoenix, Arizona—was granted a wish to become a police officer for the day.  Touched after 
hearing his story, a group of concerned Maryland residents hoped to bring similar happiness to local 
children battling life-threatening medical conditions.  In 1983, the local chapter of the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation was founded and fulfilled its first wish: sending a little girl and her family to visit the beach 
in Ocean City, Md.  Currently celebrating 25 years of fulfilling wishes, the Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
the Mid-Atlantic has fulfilled the wishes of more than 6,000 children.  Annually the Foundation touches 
the lives of nearly 400 children residing in Delaware, the District of Columbia, Maryland and Northern 
Virginia.

What We Do 
We grant wishes of medically eligible children who have reached the age of 2 ½ and are under the 
age of 18.  These children have life-threatening medical conditions and have not already received 
a wish from our Foundation, or another wish granting organization.  Factors like background, beliefs, 
income and other demographics are not taken into consideration when granting a child’s wish.  

Wishes generally fall into one of four categories:

I wish to go...
see the birth of harp seals

Ted, age 12Samantha, age 5

I wish to have...
a shopping spree

I wish to meet...
Emeril Lagasse

Alexander, age 15

I wish to be...
a fashion designer

Cara, age 16

Counties We Serve
The Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic’s Western Maryland Field Office serves 
the following counties:
Alleghany, Garrett, Washington and Frederick
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Why
Participate?
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Kids for Wish Kids is a program designed for local schools and youth organizations that 
gives students the opportunity to sponsor various levels of wishes for children with life- 
threatening medical conditions.  Being a part of the Kids for Wish Kids program fosters 
the following concepts:

•	 Community Service 
•	 Creativity 
•	 Entrepreneurship 
•	 Leadership 
•	 Money Management 
•	 School Spirit 
•	 Volunteerism 
•	 Earn School Community Service Hours 

Additional ways school and youth organizations will benefit from their fundraising efforts:

All school and youth organizations that sign up with in the Mid-Atlantic chapter will receive continual 
support and scheduled visits from their designated Make-A-Wish Representative.

As special thanks for your fundraising efforts, the Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic will 
provide recognition for the following levels which will be determined between your Make-A-Wish 
Representative and the fundraising advisor:

 
        WISH STAR - For organizations raising up to $100.00 
	

 
 
        SHOOTING STAR - For organizations raising $100.00 or more 
	

        SHINING STAR - For organizations raising $2500.00 or more 

	 	

        NORTHERN STAR - For organizations raising $7500.00 or more 
	



Fundraising 
Ideas

Make-A-Wish® Money Week 
On Monday, students donate their pennies; on Tuesday they donate nickels; on 
Wednesday children donate dimes; on Thursday, donate quarters; and on Friday they 
donate one dollar bills.

Wish Upon a Star Event 
A committee of students cut out and decorate stars made of construction paper or cardboard and 
other craft materials.  Students purchase the stars and write their wish on them.  You may choose to 
display the stars in a prominent location, such as hanging them in the hallways of your school or lunch 
room.

Read-A-Thon 
Students collect pledges from friends and family based on the number of books they will read in one 
month.  Award prizes for the most books read.

Student/Teacher Sporting Event 
Students compete against teachers in a sporting event.  We recommend charging admission and 
setting up a refreshment booth to sell snacks.  To improve your margins, you may want to try and get 
the food donated by a local business or restaurant in exchange for recognition.

School Marathon 
Regardless of the type of marathon, the rules are all the same.  Students get pledges from friends 
and family then do the marathon activity for as long as they can.  The student(s) who raise(s) the 
most money can win a special prize.  You can also create and sell marathon T-shirts.  Some ideas 
for marathons include: jump rope, dance-a-thon, walk-a-thon, bowl-a-thon, or come up with one of 
your own.

Sell Candy Grams 
Students may purchase candy for another student or teacher/administrator and include a card with 
a personal message.  Goodies will be delivered throughout the school day.  Other types of grams  
to sell may include flowers, cookies, and so forth.

Bake Sale 
Students bring in baked goods from home and sell them for a good cause.
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Fundraising 
Ideas

Wash for Wishes Car Wash 
A school or class can work with a local business with a big parking lot and water supply 
to hold a car wash.  You can even ask your local radio station to donate advertising to 
promote the event.

Spirit Chain 
Students create a paper chain in school colors with links sold for a small fee.  Decorate the hallways, 
gym, library, and so forth.  Consider having each homeroom or class work on individual chains and 
compete for the longest chain.  At the end of the competition link all of the chains to show the 
combined school effort. 

Other ideas to consider

•	 Add a fundraiser to something in which your school already participates:  Homecoming, Pep 	  
	 Rallies, Dances, Prom, etc.

•	 Sell Make-A-Wish Foundation bracelets, buttons, T-shirts, tumbler cups, etc.

•	 Please keep in mind that there is no time restriction for fundraisers.  Your organization can  
	 determine how long your fundraiser will run during a school year.  

•	 You can hold as many different fundraisers or combinations of project ideas as you wish.

•	 You can try one of the ideas above, or come up with your own Kids for Wish Kids  
	 fundraising idea.

More ideas can be found on our Web site at www.midatlantic.wish.org.
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How to Get 
Started

1.  Contact the Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic’s Hagerstown field office and 
we will assign a Make-A-Wish Foundation® Representative for your group based on your 
location.  This representative will be your contact person throughout your fundraising efforts.  
Your representative can share actual wish stories, ideas and other group’s success stories 
with your students, faculty, PTO, and so forth.

2.  Identify your group’s fundraising advisor or supervisor. 

3.  Come up with your group’s fundraising plan.  Look at the fundraising Program Ideas in 
your action pack, or for a more complete listing, visit our Web site at  
www.midatlantic.wish.org.

4.  Complete the attached Fundraising Form and fax/mail it to your Make-A-Wish 
Foundation Representative.  All fundraising forms must be approved by the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic prior to the start of your Kids for Wish Kids fundraiser.

All Kids for Wish Kids forms and information can be found  
at www.midatlantic.wish.org
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Fundraising 
Guidelines
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Thank you for helping us make wishes come true!  In planning and holding your 
fundraiser, please remember the following: 

Solicitation 
•	 We do not allow door-to-door or telephone solicitation.  For additional solicitation guidelines,  
	 please see numbers 5 and 6 under Terms and Conditions in the License Agreement.

Use of Our Name and Logo 
•	 Please use care when using the Make-A-Wish Foundation name and logo.  Note that 
	  “Make-A-Wish” is spelled with a capital “A” and with hyphens. 

•	 Also, please do not alter our logo or name by customizing it to your specific event.  Taking 
	 care in these matters helps us protect our brand.

•	 The first time the name “Make-A-Wish Foundation® of the Mid-Atlantic” or “Make-A-Wish  
	 Foundation®” is used, the ® symbol must be used and superscripted.

•	 Before distributing any web references, printed / promotional materials or press releases, each  
	 item must be approved in advance by the Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic.

Language to Use 
•	 Our mission is to grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions.  

•	 When referring to our wish kids please do not use words/phrases such as “terminally ill”  
	 or “dying,” or “last wish”.  These types of labels can instill a sense of defeat and can be 	  
	 counterproductive as our wish kids’ fight to overcome their illnesses.  Many of these children  
	 are able to beat their illnesses, and we believe in the importance of keeping a positive  
	 mind set.

•	 Some guidelines to indicate your fundraiser is benefiting the Make-A-Wish Foundation are as  
	 follows:

What portion of proceeds goes to Make-A-Wish		  The Language to Use

If all money collected is going to Make-A-Wish		  All proceeds benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation®  
								        of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc.	

If all money minus your expenses on the event		  Net proceeds to benefit the Make-A-Wish 
is going to Make-A-Wish					     Foundation® of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc.

If a specific dollar amount from the purchase of a 		  Example:  For every cookie we sell on Sunday, 
product is going to Make-A-Wish, you must state		  $1 will go to the Make-A-Wish Foundation® of the  
the dollar amount						      Mid-Atlantic, Inc.			 

If a percentage of the proceeds are going to benefit	 Example: 25% of the proceeds to  
Make-A-Wish, you must state the percentage		  benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation®  
								        of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc. 
 
If you would like any more information or need assistance  
with our fundraising guidelines, please contact your  
Kids for Wish Kids Representative.  Thank you again  
for your support!



Fundraising 
Form5272 River Road, Suite 700 

Bethesda, Maryland 20816 
Phone: (301) 962-9474 
Fax: (301) 962-6900 
www.midatlantic.wish.org 

SPECIAL EVENT PROPOSAL 
AND LICENSE AGREEMENT  

 
The Make-A-Wish Foundation® of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc. (“Make-A-Wish”) appreciates your interest 
in holding a fundraising event to help us grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical 
conditions.  Please fill out this proposal form and indicate your acceptance of the terms and 
conditions herein by returning a signed copy to us.  If the proposal is approved, we will send you a 
fully signed copy, at which time your license to use the Make-A-Wish® name and Marks will 
become effective. 
  

Sponsor and Event Information 
 
Sponsor: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________ Fax: ___________________ E-mail: _______________________ 
 
Name of contact person: ___________________________ Phone: _____________________ 

  
Date and location: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Briefly describe the Event: _____________________________________________________ 

 
What participation or resources, if any, do you request from Make-A-Wish? ________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you plan on publicizing the Event?  _____ Yes _____ No   [Note:  If “yes,” please pay particular 
attention to paragraphs 4-6 below before signing this proposal.] 
 

Budget Information 
 
Will admission fee be charged? ____ Yes  ____ No  If so, how much? $ ______________   

 
What % or amount of the fee will Make-A-Wish receive? __________________________ 
 

Print Form
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Will the Event generate other types of revenue and, if so, what % or amount of that revenue will 
Make-A-Wish receive? _____________________________________________ 
 
Anticipated total revenues:   $ _________________ 
 
Anticipated total expenses:    $ _________________ 
 
Anticipated total donation to Make-A-Wish:  $ _________________ 
 

Terms and Conditions 
 
1. Sponsor agrees to provide Make-A-Wish with all of the net proceeds from the Event, along with 

a written accounting of Event revenues and expenses (and supporting documentation for any 
expenses in excess of $500), in a form acceptable to Make-A-Wish, within thirty (30) days after 
the Event.  Make-A-Wish may audit the Event revenues and expenses, if necessary. 
 

2. Make-A-Wish is a licensed chapter of the Make-A-Wish Foundation® of America, the owner of 
certain federally registered and common law trademarks, service marks and trade names 
including Make-A-Wish, Make-A-Wish Foundation and the swirl-and-star logo (collectively, the 
“Marks”).  If (and only if) this proposal is approved by Make-A-Wish, Sponsor will be granted a 
non-exclusive license to use the Marks in connection with the Event, although only within the 
geographic territory served by our chapter, i.e., Northern Virginia (Arlington, Fairfax, 
Fauquier, Loudoun and Prince William Counties as well as city of Alexandria), the District of 
Columbia,  Maryland and Delaware. 

 
3. The term of the license granted hereunder shall be from the date Make-A-Wish approves 

Sponsor’s proposal until the conclusion of the Event; provided, however, that Make-A-Wish has 
the right to terminate the license if it determines, in its reasonable discretion, that the Event is 
or will likely be injurious to the Marks. 
 

4. Any use of the Marks is subject to the prior written approval of Make-A-Wish.  Accordingly, 
Sponsor agrees to submit to Make-A-Wish for approval – prior to the production, distribution, 
broadcast, or publication thereof – all printed materials, publicity releases and advertising 
relating to the Event that mentions Make-A-Wish or contains the Marks. 

 
5. Sponsor understands and agrees that the Marks: (a) may not be altered in any way, nor may 

they be sublicensed to any other person; (b) may not be used in connection with any 
telemarketing or door-to-door solicitations; and/or (c) may not be used in conjunction with 
terminology that is contrary to Make-A-Wish’s mission (including phrases like “terminal 
illnesses,” “dying children,” “last wishes,” etc.).  Sponsor further acknowledges that, because its 
license to use the Marks is limited to the geographic territory served by our chapter, it may not 
solicit cash or in-kind donations from persons outside such territory, nor may it use the Marks 
on the Internet and/or in conjunction with any news wire services without Make-A-Wish’s prior 
written approval.     
 

© Make-A-Wish Foundation® of America 1999, 2008   Page 2 of 3 

6. In accordance with standards adopted by the BBB Wise Giving Alliance, Sponsor agrees that 
any solicitations relating to the Event must specify at the point of solicitation, and in a manner 
acceptable to Make-A-Wish: (a) that Make-A-Wish is the benefiting organization; (b) the actual 
or anticipated portion of the purchase price that will benefit Make-A-Wish; (c) the duration of 
the campaign; and (d) any maximum or guaranteed minimum contribution amount.    
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7. In order to avoid inadvertently jeopardizing existing relationships between Make-A-Wish and 

its donors, Sponsor agrees to receive approval from Make-A-Wish before soliciting corporations, 
businesses, celebrities, sports teams, or individuals for cash or in-kind donations relating to the 
Event. 

 
8. Sponsor represents to Make-A-Wish that: (a) it will comply with all applicable laws during the 

planning, promotion and conduct of the Event; (b) all necessary insurance, licenses and permits 
will be obtained and will be in force through the conclusion of the Event; (c) the Event will 
result in no cost or expense to Make-A-Wish whatsoever, unless expressly agreed in writing to 
the contrary; and (d) it will indemnify and hold Make-A-Wish harmless from any and all claims 
of any kind or nature whatsoever arising out of, or in any way related to, the Event. 

 
9. Nothing in this document shall be construed to authorize Sponsor, or any of its employees or 

representatives, to act as an agent of Make-A-Wish.  Thus, for example, Sponsor may not open 
a bank account in Make-A-Wish’s name, nor may it endorse or attempt to negotiate any checks 
made payable to Make-A-Wish, all of which must be promptly forwarded to Make-A-Wish for 
processing. 

 
WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR PROPOSING THIS EVENT TO BENEFIT THE 
MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION.  IT IS BECAUSE OF CARING PEOPLE LIKE YOU THAT WE 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO BRING HOPE, STRENGTH AND JOY TO SO MANY SPECIAL 
CHILDREN IN THIS AREA OVER THE YEARS.  THANKS FOR HELPING US MAKE WISHES 
COME TRUE! 
 
[Note:  This Special Event Proposal and License Agreement will not become effective 
unless and until it is approved by Make-A-Wish, as evidenced by the signature of an 
authorized Make-A-Wish representative below.]  
 
 
PROPOSED BY:    APPROVED BY: 
 
 
_____________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Signature of authorized representative   Signature of authorized representative  
of Sponsor of Make-A-Wish Foundation  
 
 
_____________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Print name Print name 
 
 
_____________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Title      Title 
 
 
_____________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Date      Date 
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Thank you for helping 
share the power of a wish®!

All Kids for Wish Kids’ forms and information can be found at www.midatlantic.wish.org

Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic Kids For Wish Kids’ Representative:

Judy Mann:  jmann@midatlantic.wish.org

Don’t forget to keep in contact with your Make-A-Wish Representative throughout your 
fundraising efforts.

• Send them an e-mail

• Give them a call

• Schedule a visit

• Get support

• Ask them questions that may come up along the way

Thank yoU!
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